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purpoſe, and ordering the-courſes of the Prieſts, and taking great - 
care that they duely executed their Offices and FunCtions to the 
Story and Honour of Almighty God; And he fonghr-our a place 
for-ms facred- onls and- intended -t6-build it-out of -hand,..f 
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" Sctondly, We have here the ſubject matter of the prayer, what he 
exhorrs themto pray for, and that is rhe Peace of Jernſulem, - And 
here we have a great deal of matter comprehended and wraprup in 
one word. For hereby he ſeems tointend, that they ſhould pray-for 
all kinds of Peace and Proſperity\and Happineſs to this City ; that 
7eruſalem mg t be no way2 wanting-herein, bur freed from all diſ- 

uier and evil,” and proſperous and happyin every reſpect. This he 

ws in the ver.followirg the Text, v.7.-Penoe be within thy Walls,and 
Proſperity within thy Palaces. This is his own prayer for it, and we 
may reatondb y conclude that there is asmith intended in his exhor- 
cation toothers, * And we may ſee that rhe word Peace is uſed for all 
kinds WF prayed happineſd in the Sacred Scriptures. Deur. 
29. 19, faith Moſes there of 'him whoſe henre ſhould tira from 
the Lord': And 3t come to-paſy wheti be beavedls thi words of #his 
Curſe, that he himſelf m his heart, ſayiug, I foall have peace, 
tho I walk in the magination of nine hiayr?,- to add drankormeſs ts 
rhirft 5 hereby meaging, thar he ſhould efeape' the coſe; and yer 
do well and proſper.  And' faith $v/om#, 2 Kinys'2. 33. But 
David, and wpon hi Seed, and nyon bis Rouſe, add wen bis Throne 
Jhall there be Peace for exter frons the Lord; hereby meaning much 
the fame thay he hath expreſſed, verſ. 45. td King Solomon ſhul 
be Heſed, uh rhe Throns of Doyid ſhall be ef eblifid before he 
Torts coey. Ad! faith PotrfeF ro Feb, 2: Kingd'91'y "Md 
Zimri Peace, "hho flew bis Maſter 7 *Mereby intending" eb'much 
as if ſhe had ſaid, Did Zims.do welt and "proſper; who flew the 
'King his Lord and Maſter ? And: faith the Prophet Flicwah 16 

th; when he went to: Ramorh-Gileadt to War, xt K ms 22,28; 
If thou return at all int prace, the Lord hath not Weken v4 me; thereby 
ipcenitg (6s ay if he had faid,) F'thon in'ſafery, 

d well, and with good ſheceſs. Ant this was a"cormmon Sa- 
Turation among the Fews, to wiſh, or pray" Ged'to give them 
"Peace, that is, al Joy and Happineſs. - And thisewir” Lord order. 
'edhis to we, when he'fent' them ſorth: | Dake ro, F. 

And into whatſvever hoaſfe ye "enter, firf® ſay ; Peace be 15 this honſe, 
By chefe' and' many'more_ fuch like-places we rtjay ſee,” that this 
word Peace, is nſtd in a generAlway, for all Proſperity and Hap- 
pineſs in every reſpe@t;- For freedoryfromall Diſquiet and Miſe- 

ry ; and for a Proſperous Condition, flouriſhing in all Joy and 
W Happineſs. 
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Happineſs. And indeed Peace ſterhs to be the Yery Foundati- 
on and Ground work. of all Profperity and Happineſs, and with- 
oat it thete can be. norrue Happmeſs, nor folid Joy and comfort 
re-any one. 
-: Ia praying then for the Peace of Jeraſalow, we may conclude. 
Thar che Devout and Royal Pſalmift 'dortrexhorr and enjoyn them 
ro. make | ——_ to! Almighty God f6r the good and welfare of 
of all kindsy That Feryſatem might become a Praiſe, and the Glo- 
ry:of rhewhole WH 'that jr might becotne a quiet Habicariot, 
andenjoy allkindof Peace and Tranquilicyz: Tharit enjoy 
ati vurward Peace; and be fee from the Invations and- Its of 
alt forrtiga andoutward Enemies 4 That! ir-might+be (or fiettered 
wader the wings of Divime- Providence, that no-Foc:nor Adverſary 
Fw. come co caft, ups Bank; : 05 rofhoorvati Arrow: againſt ir ; 
zhat it might bs cervifiedt und! Giecod with * ſear nor ap» 
prebentwnof Danger fromwithour.:' 
We may gonctude alto; that' he wilted: and recuichel them to 
y fof all:inward Peace and” _— be he 
thy in :his-own Peritien; For: 7, faping, Peacedr” wi 
Walls... Aereby then wete! they 7 ſing, Pe wii 
might he fape fro alt iqceRincBroik/\and-Jars a among themſclvesy 
Thar there-rmight be. no FaCtions and Diviſions cherem' vo rent arl@ 
tear it © Pieces, andre domore miſchief —FenyIe hremy, > 
Thar & no reltieſs Sons of Babal therein ton 
and tifdurb the bleſſed Peace of cheir Morher, apt t6 ae Vier 
and gnaw thre' and deſtroy the» Womb that. bate 
vhere, might be no ſecret Grudges and diſguifed Maticeand Heare= 
ays rothredten agd annoy the happy 
m- might be, | porn Work. 3 mak 


burnings among them any'w 

Poage mcrcofy Bur chu feraſale rg + 

bailded as a Ciy that i5 compatt e ; 

annmted togethes with true Love and Prong berry Good-wi, heh ar which are 
the firon CS and Band ofall ; Tharin ferwfales here might 


be the | Concord and Agreement ar a fon thar alt 
pane: <ſRIG be carried on-Withy the fweeteſt OO rhac 


fc my al ſuppold; thar he intends thar tnatd 


2ſtioward Peace and Satisfattion to every one's we, 


Thar chere might be no forrow and grief of heart at He | 
within. 


(6) 
within Men's Breaſts to gaul rheir Bowels within; but, that all 
might be calm and clear there, and that every Man's heart might 
be ſer at reſt as muchas could be. :This is the ſweereſt Peace, and 
moſt of all to be valued, and that which muſt crown and: complear 
al! other kinds of Peace; 'and therefore we may reaſonably ſup- 
poſe, that it is to be comprehended in their-Prayers that they were 
ro make for Ferwſalem- We may conceive that he requires them 
to pray for the Peace thereof -in-all cheſs three reſpets, and for 
the goodand welfare thereof ofevery kind ; That irmight be pro- 
fperous andhappy uponall accounts, and might flouriſh and abound 
in all plenty and tore, and inevery thing that is truly good and 
defirable: That they ſhould pray after his own form of Prayer, 
Pſal. 144. x2; That their Sons might be as Plants grown-up. in their 
youth ; Toat their Daughters might be as Corner-ſtones, ſur <8 ter 
theſimilitade of | a Falate;; That their Garners might be full, affor- 
ding all manner of Store ; That their Sheep might bring forth thouſands, 
and ttn thouſands in their Streets ; That their Oxen ,might-be ſtrong 
to labotir, that there might be nobreaking in, nor going out ; And that 
there might'be mo pang 31 their Streets :.. That 'they ſhould 
pray that ſuch a. bleſſing as God promiſed by the ProphetFeremiah, 
might be accompliſhed 'and-fi to them's Fer. 433. 20, It ; 
That there might be heard therein, the woice of joy, and the voice of 
gladneſs; The woice of the Bridegroons, audvhe voice of the Bride ; The 
voice of them (that ſrould ſay, (pra the: Lord of Hoſts, for the Lord 
is good, for his Mercy endureth; for eviy; and of them that ſbould bring 
the Sacrifice "of Praiſe into the Honſe of the'Lord, By praying for 
the. peace hereof, we may conclude, that herequires and enjoyns 
chem to pray in ſuch a full manner as this. | 
Thirdly, We have here the place for which he requires their. Pray- 
ers and that.is for fer#ſelt. Pray for the prace of 7 , ; 
This was thegreat Aft lis and Royal Ciry of the whole Land 
of 7aadca at that time, and in the days of King Solomon; and al- 
ways afterward was the Royal City of the Kingdom of 7adah, till 
they were carried. into Captivity, for their great Sin and Wicked- 
neſs, And here in Fersſalem the Houſe and Foſterity of King 
David Reigned, and had : their Royal-Thronez and God himſelf 
doth” ſignifie that they ſhould Reign here; and that the People 
ſhould be proſperous and happy under their Goyernmenr, if they 
would 


(7) | 
"Would hearken to his voice, and keep his ſacred Commandments. 
This was the Supreme Seat of Judgment among them, where the 
higheſt Courts of Judicature were kept, and where true and im- 
partial Juſtice was to be Adminiſtred, whereby every one was 
ro be protectcd and defended in his juſt Rights and Liberties : 
And by the Regal Power thereof, were they to be preſerved 
from the invaſion and annoyance 'of all Forreign Enemies : And- 
upon the Peace and Proſperity hereof did their own Peace and 
Proſperity depend, and could not well ſubſiſt without ir. 1n this 
City did God declare that his Servant David ſhould have a Light 
before him. TKings 1t. 36. And wnto his Son (that is Solomon's 
Son) will J give one tribe, that David my Servant have a light 
always before me in Feruſalem, the City which I have choſen me, 
to Name there, For Solomon's ſin in departing from the 
Lord and following of 1dols ; ani for the wickedneſs of the Peo- 
ple, did God declare that he would rend part of the Kingdom 
from his Sons and poſterity, and give it to Feroboam; but yet he 
would let them have a part for David's ſake, that he might have 
a Light before the Lord in 7ersſal:m, that is, a Son and Heir of 
his Family to reign there in 7eruſalew. And although Abijam de- 
ſerved to have his Poſterity deprived thereof; yer 'God would 
have David to have a Larp there ſtill, and have 7eraſalem cfta- 
bliſhed with the Royal Throne of King Devid. 1 Kings, 15. 4: 
Neverthel:ſs for David's ſake did tie Lord his God give him 4 

in feruſal:m, to ſet up his Son after him, and to effabliſh Fernſalem. 
And this is one reaſon why the Lord wonld defend this City from 
the King of Afhria, becauſe it was the Royal City of the Houſe 
of his Servant David: 2 Kings 19. 34. And when God was about 
to-deliver them to be ſpoiled by their Exemies, he declares'to 
them, that if they would repent and keep his Commandments, 
and ſanCtifie his Sabbaths, he would ſtill grant to. them chis bleſ- 
ſing, that they ſhould have the Kings hereof over them ruling 
in great proſperity ; and that they ſhould ftill be happy under 
their Government. Jer. 17. 25. Then ſhall there exter into'the gates 
of this City Kings and Princes fitting «pon the Throne of David Te 
din; in Chariots and on Horſes, they axd their Princes, the Men of 
7udah and the Inhabitants of 7eruſalem ; and this City ſhall remain 
for ever, And ſo Fer, 22. 3. And = Pſalmiſt here in this —_ 
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goth mention, as 2 part of the Prerogatives of this City of fers- 
lem, that the Scats of Judgment, and the Throne of the King- 
dom was there; and doth hereby intimate, that this was one 
reaſon why they ſhould pray for the Peace and Happineſs of it: 
ver. 5, the Verſe before- the Text: For there are ſet Thrones of 
judament ; the Thrones of the Houſe of David.. And verſ. 8. For 
my Brethren and Companions ſakes, I will now ſay, Peace be with:u 
thee. We may ſee that it was upon publick reſpects, that he en- 
joyns them to pray for the. Peace. of 7eruſalem : And we may 
conceive that this was one reaſon why he requires them to pray 
for it,. becauſe it was the Regent City, and the Royal Throne of 
whe Kingdom was fixed there, and it was the chief place where 
Tuſtice and Judgment were to be executed, 

In praying then for ers'alew, we may conceive that he in- 
tends no leſs than that they ſhould pray that this City might be 
advanced and ſer up on high, and that the Throne of David 
might be therein continued, and that he might not want a Man 
to fit thereon: after him; to ſway the Scepter thereof in Truth 
and Righreouſheſs: That the Kings hereof might proſper and be 
Mighty, and that they might protect and fave the People from 
all their Enemies : That true Juſtice and Judgment might be ad- 
- ruiniftred: from hence, and every one defended in- his juſt Rights 
and Liberties; That they fhould ſeek and pray for the Peace of 

eruſalem their head City z becauſe in: the Peace: thereof they all 

ould enjoy great Peace and Profperity ; as God ordered them 
afterwards to- Pray- for the Peace of Babylon upon the like ac- 
count, when he ſent them into Captivity. Jer. 29. 7. Aud [ck 
the Peace of the City whether I have camſed you to be carried away 
Captives, and pray wnto the Lord for it : For in the Peace thereof 
ſhall ye hawc Peace: And, much- more then might-they expect 
Peace and Proſperity in the Peace of their own City Jeruſalem 
in- the days of David. and Seleyfon and the ſucceeding Kings 
thereof, In praying then for the, Peace of eraſalem he doth in 
effe&t require them to pray for their whole Polity and Govern- 
ment, and for the Good and. Welfare of their whole Land and 
Nation, that depended hereupon, and was made happy in the + 
Peace and Proſperity of this City, and the Throne therein eſta-. 
bliſhed.: 
But 
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| But farther, Ferwſal:m was the Renowned City of all the World, 
that had none like it upon the face of the whole Earth: for 
this was the City of the great King 'the Lord of Hoſts ; the 
City that he had choſen above all others to place his ſacred 
Name there, and to be the place of his more peculiar Refidence 
here amongſt us Mortalsz and here was a Temple then to be 
buile for his Honor and Service, according to his own direction 
and appointment, which was to be a Houſe of Prayer to all Na- 
tions; and here had he commanded them to perform his more 
ſolemn Worſhip and Service ; and here he vouchſafed more df his 
divine Preſence than he did in any City beſides. And upon 
this account "eſpecially it is that the Royal Pſalmiſt exhorts and 
enjoyns them to pray for the Peace of Perwſalem, God did de- 
clare by his fervant Aoſes that he would chooſe a "to cauſe 
his Name"to dwell there, and that ory ſhould refort r6 that 
place to perform there more ſolemn Worſhip and Service ro hit 
there, long before Devid's time. Deut, 12. 10--, Bat when ye fo 
over forday (ſaith AMeſes) and dwell m the Land which the Lord 

your God yivth you to inherit,” and when he Jug you reſt from 
all your Enemits round about, ſo that you awoll in ſafety : then ſbal, 
there he @ place which the Lord your God ſhafl chaſe 16 canſe his 

Name to dwell there ; thither ſhall ye bring all that I command you, 
yonr burnt*offerings,” and your ſacrifices, your tytbes, andiht heave of- 

fermmgs of your hand, and all your choice vows, whichye vow wntg the 

Lord. By this and other places in Deur, it is plain, that God 
would chuſfe a place for his ſacred Name, and that they were 
ro reſort thither to perform their more ſotemn Worſhip and Ser- 
vice to him there.” Afid here at this place Were all cheir Males 

to wppear thre&&'times Mm the year; Deut. 16. 16, Three $imes in 

a jear ſoall all thy Male; appear before the Lord thy God, in the 

| place which he ſhall "chorſe, its the feaſt of unleavencd bread, and 
n the feaſt of weeks, and m the fealt of tabernacl:s--, _ 2 

And the Lord did fignify to David that” he had choſen Feraſa- 
lew for this place where he would pur his"holy Name. And fo 
he faith, PRal: 132. Yy3=*. For the Lord harh phoſen LOT b.ith 
deſired it for his Habitation. This js my ren ar | . tre will 
dwell; for I hav? defired it., And Zion was a pa of Zerwſalcm, 

and {cems to be pur for the whole. And unto ers mr + 
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David brought the Ark of God, and put.it in the Tent which - 
he had there made for it, until the Temple was builded ; 2 Chr. 
I. 4. And here had he.prepared a place for the Temple of the 
Lord, and did intend. to. build it ;, but God would have Solomon 
his Son to build it, and he builded it in the place that David had 
prepared. 2 Chr. 3. I. Then Solomon began to buald the howſe of the 
Lord at feruſalens in mount Moriah, where the Lord appeared wnto 
David his Father , in the place. that Dav:d had prepared in the 
threſh:ng-flocr of Ornan the febuſite. And not only the City and 
the place, but the very draught of this houſe of God was ſhew- 
ed to Devid, and God himſelf ſeems to order the faſhion of ir, 
as he did of the Tabernacle in the wilderneſs, and. David de- 
livered the pattern thereof to his ſon-Solowan;. x Chr. 28. 17, 
And according to theſe divine Inſtructions did Solomon build this 
extraordinary Temple of the Lord; and as ſoon as it was finiſh- 
ed, the glory of the Lord appeared in it; 1 Kings 8. r9--, And 
here was he to be more ſalemnly worſhiped than any where elſe, 
a great part of his Worſhip and Service being appropriated to 
this peculiar Temple of his. In Zion it was that praiſe waited 
for him; and in 7ersſalem was the vow to be performed to him; 
Pal. 65. I, and x16. 18, 19, And ſaith the Pſalmiſt, Pfal. 48. 2. 
Reauriful for ſituation, the joy of the whole Earth is mount Zion, 
#1 the fides of the north, the City of the great King, The Temple 
here was God's peculiar houſe, and to be an houſe of Prayer 
toallpeoplez IC, 56.7. And upon this account of Religion, and of 
God's Worſhip, and Service it is. that Fers{alem is called the holy 
City, the City of God, the City of the great King, and God 
faid to love it above all others, Matt. 4.5.and F. 35. And Pfal. 
87. 2. The Lard.loveth the gates of Zion, more than all the dwel- 
lings of Facob., Gloriom things are ſpoken of thee, Q City of Ged. 
Upan this account eſpecially it is, that the Royal Pſalmiſt re- 
quires them to pray for Jerwſalem, becauſe it was the capital. 
City of Religion, the City of the Lord of. hoſts, that he had c- 
ſpouſed to himſelf aboye all. others ;.and his great Temple of 
Worſhip was.to be here: for upon this houſe of God had the- 
devout Pſalmiſt ſet his heart and affeftions, though it was not 
then built, as.-he ſheweth, T Chr- 29. 3. Moreover becauſe I haue 
ſes my affetiion. to the houſe of my God (faith he) 7 have of mine. 


on 
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ewn proper good--, And upon this account it is, that he is ſo much 
concerned for Jeruſalem, And this he declareth himſelf in this 
plalm, 122. 9, B:cawſe of the houſe of the Lord our God, I will ſeth © 
thy good. This is the great reaſon why he would ſeek the good 
of Jergſalem, and doth exhort others to pray for it ; becauſe God's 
Houſe and ſolemn Worſhip was to be here, and his heart was 
ſet upon them. 

In praying then for Jers{alem, he dothexhort and require them 
to pray for the good and welfare of the Church of Gody that ir 
might enjoy all Peace and Quiet ; and that his Worſhip and Ser- 
vice might here at Jeraſalew be performed in a due and pub- 
lick manner to his great Honour and Glory; and to the al to. 
nefit and comfort of his Worſhippers and Servants+, That his San- 
Ruary and holy Place there, might. not be polluted and profa- 
red by Heathens ard unhallowed Perſons, and his Worſhip and 
Service corrupted or quite neglefted and- caſt off, and Religion 
driven to hide her head ; but that Jersſalew might be as a City 
upon an hill, taken notice of and admired by. all the *'World, 
for the ſolemn Worſhip of Almighty God that ſhould there be 
performed : That they might unanimouſly Serve and Worſhip God 
there, and that all Nations might flock thither to his Solemniries, 
and to join in his Worſhip and Service : That weny Nations might 
come and ſay ( 28 it is Air. 4. 2.) Come and lit us go mp ts the 
Mountain of the Lord, and to the houſe of the God of Jacob; and he 
Will teach wa of his ways, and we will walk in bi - ThatGod's 
Ordinances and Worſhip ſhould there be duely celebrated and 
kept where they ought ;. and with-that purity and devotion- and 
ſplendor that they ovght too: That true Religion might be ad- 
vanced and in efteem among them, and that God's Honour and 
Service might be ſet up and exalted above all, and that it might 
be joy and gladneſs of heart to them to ſee it ſo, 

In praying for the Peace of Jerwſalew, he ſeems to do no leſs 
than require and enjoin. them to pray for.the good and welfare 
of their whole Nation, which depended-hereupon z and _—_ 
ly that they ſhould pray for the Good and Proſperity of the 
that it might flourith and enjoy all manner of Peace among 


urch; 
them, 


and that God might be duely ſcryed at his Temple, the place thas. 
ke himſc]f had choſen, 


And. 


Y :-&, 


And now from this Text we may ſee, that itis our duty to be 
much concerned and to pray for our fer#ſalem in this manaer : 
That we ſhould bear hearcy good-will to our own Land and Nation, 
and the frac of God among us; and eſpecially r» our own 
Church, and that pure Religion among us: That we ſhould be 
very zealous in our Prayers for them, and endeavour to pre- 
ſerve them, and to do them all the good we can in a lawful 
way. This we are taught by this Text: For the Pſalmiſt ſpake 
by the Spirit of God, and what he hath ſaid here, is to be an 
Inſtruftion to us, as well as it was to the fews. Romy 15. 4. 
For whatſoever things were written aſforetime (faith the Apoſtle ) 
were written for our learning. And we may ſee, that under the names 
of Feruſalem and Zion the Chriſtian Church ſeems often to be 
meant, or 'at the leaſt to be included therein. er, 33. I5--. 
In thoſe diys, and at that time will I cauſe the Branch of Righ- 
reonſneſs to grow np mito David, and ht ſhall execute Judgment 
and Reg breonfueſzin the Land. In thoſe days ſhall Fudan be ſaved, nnd 
Jeruſalem ſhall dwell ſafely ; and this is his Newe whereby he ſhall be cal- 
ted, The Lord onr Riphteomſneſs. And by this Branch of Righteouſneſs, 
is meant our bleſſed Saviour; and therefore under. 7ers/alem, 
is comprehended the Chriſtian Church. And faith the Propher 
Iſaiab 2.'2; And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days, that 
rhe Mountain of the Lowit's houſe ſball be eft abliſhed in the top of 
the AMonmains, -and ſhalt be exalted abovethe Fills, and” all Na- 
r50ns ſhall flow wwte it, An this ems to be a prediftion of the 
tires of the- Goſpel, and this Mountain of the Lord's hou, to 
be the Chriftian Church. And ſaith the Prophet Aficah 4. 7. 
And the Lord ſpall Reivn ovtr them in mount Zion, from henceforth 
even for ever. But this cannot well be underſtood of any other 
Reigning over thera than” in the Chriſtian Church : For there 
is no appearance of God Reigning over ther nowin Mount Zn, 
raking i literally for that -qface im che Land of PFwdea. And 
chatchis Logal-angl Tempſe-worſhip of the Jaws at Ferwſalem was 
ro ceaſe, and.that God was then 10 b> worſhiped after a Spiri- 
tual manner, 'cyen'qur Bleſſed Lord ſheweth ! Jo. 4. 21, Peſus 
ſairh unto her, Woman believe me, the howy cometh, when ye ſhall 
neithcy in this Mow ain, mr yet at Jortſalem worſhip th! Father. 
And Ver, 23. But the honr comsth, and now is, 'whein the true Wor- 
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fouppers foall Worſvip the Father in Spirit apd in Trath y for the 
Father ſeek;th ſuch ta Worſhip him. The Yewiſh way of Worthip 
at the Temple was then to ceaſe; and Ferxſalem literally taken 
was no longer to be God's peculiar place of Worſhip above all 
others, afcer che Goſpel was publiſhed- and afcer the death of 
ur Saviour: Nar 1s it that City litterally raken, that we 
are now obliged to pray for above all others: Bur it is 
the Chriſtian Church which is now” to ' be accounted the 
true Jſra:l of God, and to come in place thereof and is ofc 
comprehendedin the name of Feruſ{alem, and meant by it; 'and 
tor this are we now to pray. And we may fee that Jeruſalem is * 
uſed in a figurative manner for the Church of Chrift. Gel. 4. 26, 
Saith the Apoſtle; Bat Feruſalem: which is above, 5s free which 
is the Mother of us all. And faith the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the 
Chriſtian ſtate of the, Church, Heb. 12. 22; But ye are come 
unto mount Zion, avd unto the City of the l:vinzg God, the Heaven- 
ly Fernſalew, and to an innumerable company of Anzels, to the ge- 
neral Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt-born, which are written in 
Heaven. The Chriſtian Church, which: is / in Society with the 
Saines and Angels above, is the 7er»ſelem that we are now to be 
ſo much cancerned for, and eſpecially for that part of itamong us, ' 

By this exhortation and precept: then of the devour Palmiſt,” 
(though it doth primarily reſpe& the 7eaws) are we alſo taught 
to tek and pray for the Peace and Proſperity of the rrue Church 
of God, tally of that part of it that” is amongſt us; and 
for the Good and Welfare of our own Kingdom and Nation, 
upon which our own Peace and Happineſs do depend ;.” and ro 
do all the good Offices for them -that we can: - For in» ſuch a 
general ſenſeare we to underſtand the exhortation and precept 
here in the Text, as I have ſhewed.:. And 

Firſt, We ought to-have a” great care that we do no injury 
and harm to them, and no waysdiſturb the Peace of them. In 
being required and enjoyned to pray for our Feraſalem, . for the 
Church of God, and for - the good of our own- Nation and Peo- 
ple, we are hereby plainly forhid to do any Injury*and Wrong 
to them. And it is our Saviour's command,” that'we ſhould be 
harmleſs and innocent in all reſpeCts.. Mat. 10. 16.- Behold 
(faith he) 7 ſend you forth «as ſpeep in the mid} of Woluys; br ye 
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therefore . wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves. And herein 
eſpecially are we to be ſo, in committing no publick Offences 
and Crimes againſt the Church, or good of the Nztion. Weare 
ro be very cautious and circumſpect, that we do not wi!ſully 
offend againft the common Good and Welfare of the Church 
or State; and to have a great care that we-comrnic no wilful 
"As of Violence and Wrong againſt them ; and that we lend 
no helping hand to deſtroy and overthrow th- Protctant Uhurch, 
and our Good Laws and well-eſtabliſht Gove:umore, There is 
no doubt tome, but that the Proteſtant Church of England is a 
true andeminent part of -the Church of Chriſt; and therefore 
every Man ought to have a very great care that he ' doth not 
any ways help to deſtroy and pull it down, and to introduce 
Popery in the room of ir. The Proteſtant Religion is agree- 
able to the pure Word of God; but Popery is flat contrary 
to that-ſacred Word in a multitude of places, as you may ſee 
in the Proteſtants Letter, and the Book called, the Contrariery 
of Popery #0 the bleſſed Word of God; and every good Pro- 
reſtant then- ought to chuſe rather to die at the Stake, than 
to help . to make this. change- in- Religion. And thoſe that do ſo, 
may juſtly expe the Woe and Curſe of God to come upon 
them for kelping -to deſtroy ſuch an eminent part of his Church, 
And we are to have a care that we offer no Wrong and Vio- 
lence to any of the Members thereof; that we no ways an- 
noy and injure the very meaneſt of them. Nor muſt we help 
to overthrow our laudable and good Laws and well Eſtabliſhr 
Government, and to bring the Kingdom under the Popiſh Yoke 
and Bondage again. Ifwe bear that good will that we ought 
to our Jers{alew, ' and would obſerve this precept of the Devour 
and Royal Pſalmiſt, we muſt refrain from the doing of any of 
theſe things; and offer no Violence nor Injury to-our beloved 
City, or any of the Members of it. And to deter us the more 
from doing any Acts of : Violence and Wrong to the Church, or 
any of the faithful Members thereef, we may ſee rhat Woe 
and Miſery is threatned to ſuch, and like ro-come upon them. 
Qur Saviour pronounceth a Woe againſt the Phariſees for ob- 
ſtruCting the Kingdom of Heaven, and hindering the progreſs 
-of the Goſpel. Mat: 23.13. . But woe ynto yog Scribes and Phariſees 
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Hypocrites (faith he) for ye ſhut up th: Kingdoms of Heaven again#t 
Men : For ye neither go in your ſelve»; neither ſuffer ye them that are 
entring, to go in. And ſaithhe, Lac. II, g2, Wo wito jou Lawyers; 
for ye have taken away the key of knowledge ; ye entred not in your 
ſelyts ; and them that were entring in, ye hindred. This wo is de- 
nounced againſt them, for oppoſing the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
hindering the increaſe ard advancement of the Church of God : 
And all thoſe that ſhall now help to deſtroy the true Church of 
Chriſt, or to do any wrong toany part thereof, may juſtly expe&t 
co fall under the lafh of ſuch a Woe and Curſe. And our Lord de- 
nouncesa Woe againſt all ſuch as offend againſt his Church,or any of 
the ſmalleſt Members of it, and offer them any injury and wrong. 
 Matth. 18. 6: -. But whoſo ſhall offend one of theſe bittle ones (faith he ) 
which believe in me z 1t were better for him that a milſtone were hanged 
about his neck, and that he were drowned in the deptn of the Sea. Wo 
wnto the world becauſe of offences ; for it muſt needs be that offences 
come : but wo to that man, by whom the offence cometh. And to this 
purpoſe, Mar. 9. 42. and Zk, 17.1. The Church is the Spouſe of 
Chriſt, and all the true and faithful Members thereof are dear to 
Almighty God; and whoſoever offereth any injury and violence to 
them, will fire the wrath of Almighty God againſt hin/elf, and 
bring a Woe and Curſe upon his own head. When Saxl breathed 
out threatnings and ſlaughter againſt the Church and Diſciples of 
our bleſſed Saviour, and went to Damaſcus to bring them bound 
from thence to feraſalem, to have them impriſoned and puniſhed ; 
our Saviour told him, that in ſo doing he perſecuted him; and ler 
him know, that he ſhould find ſharp ſervice in ſodoing, Aﬀs 9. 3--. 
"And as he journeyed, he came near to Damaſcus, and ſuddenly there ſhi- 
ned round about him a light from Heaven, And he fell tothe carth, 
and heard a woice ſaying unto him, Saxl, Saul, why perſ:cuteft thou me ? 
And ke ſaid, who art thou, Lord? And the Lord ſaid, 1 am Jeſus, 
whom thom perſecuteſt : It is hard for thee to kick againſt the pricks. This 
was the perſecuting of Chriſt himſelf, as we ſee it was reſented ; 
and infuch high provocations we mult expect to bring the wrath of 
God upon our ſelves. And faith St. Paxl to the Galatians concer= 
ning thoſe that troubled their Church, Gal, 5. 12; / would th 
were even cut off, which troxble yow. This heavy wiſh doth he utter 
againft ſuch as troubled and "2 the Church of the Galatians. 
| | And 
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And faith he to-the Theſſulonians, 2 Theſl, t. 6; Secing it 44 4 righ- 
teom thing with God to r:compence Tribulation to them that trouble 
y:u. This is like to be their Doom, that trouble the Church and 
are Enemies to it, andeo any violence tot, or the faithful Mem- 
bers thereof, And we may ſee that Ehma the Sorcerer was ſtruck 
with blindneſs, for withſtanding the Apoſtles, ard ſeeking to turn 
away the Deputy of Paphos from the faith, As 13, 8--, By theſe 
and ſuch places we may ſee what a ſinful and evil thing it is to do 
any injury and harm to the Church of God, or to any of the faith- 
ful Servants of God : And what ſharp puniſhment they are to ex- 
pect that do fo, And according to our great Wickedneſs muſt we 
now expect to be puniſhed, if we help ro deſtroy the Proteſtant 
Church and to ſet vp Popery, or join with thoſe that do ſo, and give 
encouragement to ſich an m3 and belliſh work. And we 
are nor'to expect to go unpuniſhed in our follies and ſinful ways if 
we go about to overthrow the good Government of our Kingdom, 
or any waysto diſturb the Peace and Quiet of ir. All ſuch, offences 
areof a publick and high nature; and thoſe that are guilty thereof, 
muſt expeCt to be dealt with accordingly. 

And we arcallo to havea great care that we do not diſturb the 
Peace of our Ferwſalem by making any cauſleſs Diviſions and Schiſms. 
in the Church to rent and tear it to pieces, and todeſtroy all the 
Peace and Quiet thereof, And weare tomake no FaCtions and Par- 
ries in the Kingdom, to make any confuſion and diforder therein. 
All cauſleſs Diviſions in the Church are very ſinful, and ftriftly for- 
bidden inſeveral places in the Word of God. Ron. 16. 17, faith the 
Apoſtle there ; Now I beſeech you brethren, mark them which canſe 
diviſions and offences contrary to the dottrine which ye have learned, and 
avoid them. With great carneſtneſs doth he diſſuade- them from 
following all ſuch as make any cauſleſs Diviſions among them. And 
faith St. Fames 3. 14--, But if je have bitter envying aud ſtrife in your 
hearts, glory net, and lye not againit the Trath. This wiſdems deſcen- 
deth not from above, but 1s earthly ſenſual deviliſfh, For where envy1 
and ſtrife is, there is confuſion and every evil work. Envying and frifs 
and diviſions are productive of nothingthat is good ; bur of allcon- 
fuſion and diforder, and deſtroy all rhe Peace and Happineſsof the 
Church and Kingdom. And theſe bring ruin and deſtruction in the 

end, as our blcficd Lord hath taught us, Mat. 12, 25, And 7eſws 
; knew 
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knew their thoughts, and ſaid unto them ; every Kingdom divided againſt 
iÞ ſelf, i browght to deſolation : and every City or houſe dryided againit 
it ſelf, ſhall n:t ſtand, Hence we ſee a Land and Kingdom 1s like 
to be brought to defolation and ruin. If we wotild ftudy and 
feek the Peace of our feryſalew, our Church and Kingdom, we 
muſt create and promote no Dirifions and Factions therein. 

And that we may be wholly innocent herein, and not inftrumen- 
ral in overthrowing and diſturbing the Peace and Happineſs of our 
Church and Nation, weare to have a care that we do not help to 
bring down the judgments of God upon them by our own ſins and 
wickedneſs: That we do not hereby help to cauſe the Light of the 
Goſpel to be taken away from us; and juftly cauſe the Lord to viſit 
our Nation with the Sword or Peſtilence, or ſome other ſore and ter- 
rible judgment, ; 

If we bear true Love to our Jer#ſalem, to our own Church and 
Kingdom, and would ſeek the Good and Welfare of them, we are 
then to take great care that we our (elves dono injury and harm tg 
cher, and no ways diſtutb their Peace and Quiet: That we help not 
to deſtroy and overthrow them, and to bring in Popery and the Ro- 
miſh Yoke into this Natiotr: That we help not to bring diſquier and 
miſery upon them, by creating and promoting of Diviſions and Fa- ' 
tions therein : And that we help not to pull down the heavy judg- 
ments of God upon them by our ſins and wickedneſs. 

If we are true Lovers of our Zin, we are carefully, inthe firſt 
place, to avoid the doing of any injury and wrong thereto, 

Secondly, We are to be highly concerned for our Jeruſalem, and 
to endeavour to prevent, and to keep off all the evil and harm that 
may befal our Chnrch and Kingdom at any time, what we can in a 
good and lawful way ; but things unlawful maſt not be attempted, 
ſuch as the taking vp of Arms againſt Authority, That little Power 
that we have, we are to uſe to a good end, and to ſtand up for the 
good of the Church and Nation, to oppoſe all the violenee and inju- 
ries that may be offered to them, what wecanz and when we can 
do no more, to ſhew our diſlike of ſuch things as areevil and hurt- 
ful ro then, and to have no hand in ſach. | Every one in his own 
Place and Station ſhould oppoſe, and withſtand all Corruptions and 
ſinful Innovations, andall chingsthar ten4 any ways to rhe Ruin, or 
ro diſturb the Peace and Weal of the Church and Kingdom; And 
C2 eſpecially 
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eſpecially are weall to oppoic and withſtand the Errors and Corru- 
p:10ns of the Church of Rome what we can, and to give no way for 
the introducing of them and the Popiſh Religion: For that Religion 
I apprehend now to be coming upon us z and we Proteltants ſhall 
be notoriouſly ſinful, if we help to bringit in, and do not ina mild 
way oppoſe it. For the Faith and Truth of the Goſpel, and for the 
Conſtitutions and Liturgy of our own Church, and for our Laws 
and Government, fo far as they are good and agreeable to the bleſ- 
{d Word of God, (by which we are all to be guided) are we to 
ſtrive and conten1, and willingly to give way to nothing that ſhall 
tend ro the overthrowing of them. This the Apoſtle ſheweth, that 
weare to ſtrive for the Faith of the Goſpel and the pure Word of 
God. Phil. 1. 27--, That ye ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, with one mind, 
ftriving together for the faith of the Goſpel; And in nothing terrified by 
your adverſarics--, By no Terror of our Adverſarics are we to be 
moved to depart from the Faith of the Goſpel and the bleſſed Word 
of God. And faith St, Fade, ver. 3--, Beloved, when I gave all dili- 

ence towrite unto you of the common ſalvation, it was needful for me 
to write unto you, and exhort you, That ye ſhouid earneſtly contend for 
the F.ith, which was ance d.livercd to the Saints, For there are certain 
men crept in wnawanr's, who were before of old ordained to this condem- 
nation, ungodly men, turning the Grace of God into laſcivieuſneſs--. 
And ſuch there are now like tobe, whoſe errors and corruptions are 
to be oppoſed and withſtood by all good and pious Men. And we 
may ſee that the Church of Pergamos is commended for ſtanding for 
the truth of the Goſpel, and not giving way to be ſeduced to Apo- 
ſtacy, though it were ina time of great danger. Rev. 2. 13. [know 
thy works and where thow dwelleſt, evenwhere Satan's ſeat iv, andthog 
hold:ſt faſt my Name, and haſt not d:nyed my faith, even inthoſe days, 
wherein Antipas was my faithful Martir, who was ſlain among you, 
where Satan awelleth, For the pure Word of God, and the Truth 
of the Goſpel are we at all times to ſtrive and contend what we can, 
and to ſtand againft all errors and corruptions that are contrary 
thereto, though it ſhould be with great hazard of our Lives, And 
for the good Conſtirutions and Orders of our own Church, and for 
our own Laws and Government which are agreeable to the bleſſed 
Word of God, are we to ſhew ſome care and zeal, and not willing- 
ly togive way to haye them ſubyerted and oyerthrown, but mildly 
to 
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to. oppoſe all alterations therein, that may be deſtruftive to them, 
and to our Peace and Happineſs therein. The Rechabites' are com- 
mended for obey ing the commandments of Jonada6 their Fore father, 
who had ſet them certain Laws and Commands ; and becauſe they 
would not depart from them ; Jer. 35. 6. And much more then 
ought we to be zealous for the good Orders and Conſtitutions of our 
own Church, and the Laws and Government of our own Nation 
and ina good Chriſtian way to ſtand up for them; and to oppoſe 
all attemprs that are made to overthrow them. 

And that we may be the more ſerviceable to our Church and King- 
dom, and endeavour to prevent all the evil that may befal them ; 
we are to oppoſe the great fins and iniquity of the times whar 
we can, that hereby we may endeavour to prevent the Judg- 
ments of God from coming upon them: For Iniquity, when it is 
grown ripe, will be ſure to bring ſome Judgment or other. We 
are to ſtop the current of all wickedneſs what we can, and to 
endeayour to.reclaim and draw all ſinners from their evil ways. 
This we are to do, both out of Chriſtian compaſſion to their 
own Souls, that we might help to ſave them, ifir may bez and 
alſo to prevent ſuch evil and miſery as they will help to bring 
upon a place by their wickedneſs. By all good and lawful ways 
are we to endeavour to prevent and keep off all evil and miſe- © 
ry that may now, or at any time befal our Church and Nation, 

Thirdly, We are to be grieved and to mourn for all the miſe- 
ries and calamities that befal our Jersſalem, our Church and 
Kingdom. The true Proteſtant Church among us are we now 
to eſteem as our Ferwſalem, and to account it as dear to us as 
our very Lives; and for all the evils: that befal it are we to be 
much troubled and perplexed. This ſhould be matter of great 
mourning and lamentation and weeping to us, to ſee our Church 
brought low and under a cloud, and in a deſolate and forſaken 
condition : To ſee the blcfſed Peace thereof to be removed and ta- 
ken away, and her Enemies triumphing over her, this ſhould 
be ſorrow and grief of heart to all her faithful children; And 
now is the time come that all good Proteſtants are to. fall co 
bitter mourning and weeping; For now is the time at hand, that 
the Gentiles are to tread under foot rhe holy City forty -and 


two months; Rev. 11;2, Now is the time drawing near, that 
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the Beaſt that aſcendeth out of the bottomleſs Pit, wilt make 
war againſt the witneſſes of God, and overcome them; Rev. 17, 
7 Now I apprehend the 'time to be at hand, that Popery ſhall 
prevail over the Proteſtant Church for three years and an half; 
and this ſhould call us all to great mourning and lamentation. 
Nor is it with dry cyes that 1 have drawn up theſe lines. And 
we are to know, that our fins are the cauſe of this miſery that 
is coming upon us; and therefere we have the greater reaſon 
to mourn, We may ſte that the Jews wept in their Capti- 
vity, when they thought of the deſofate condition of their 
Zernſalem, Pſal. 137. 1. By the rivers of Babylen, there we ſat 
down, yea we wept when we remembred Zion. Ard the Prophets 
did much bewail the miſeries that befel the Church ard People 
of God. If. 22. 4--. ſaith the Prophet ; The#efore ſaid I, lock away 

om me, 1 will weep bitterly, labor not to comfort me, becauſe of 
the ſpoiling of the dawghter of my people : For it ts a day of trouble, 
and of treading down, and of perplexity by the Lord God of Hoſts in 
the walley of viſion, breaking down the walls, and crying to the monn- 
raine, And faith the Prophet Jeremiah 4.7, 8; The hon # come 
wp from his thicket, and the deſtrozcr of the Gentil:s is on his way ; 
he i gone forth from his place to make the land deſolate, and the 
cities ſhall be laid waſt without an inhabitant. For this gird you 
with ſackcloth, lament and howl: For the fierce anger of the Lord 
% not turned back from w. And Jer. 6. 26, faith he; O danghter 
of my people, gird thee with ſackcloth and wallow thy [If in aſtes, 
make thee monrning, as for an only ſon, miſt bittcy lamentation ; 
for the ſpoiler ſhall ſuddenly come upon w. To mourning doth he 
call them upon the fight of the evil that he ſaw coming upon 
them. And for the great wickedneſs of his people, and the 
Judgments of God that came upon them for it, Coth the Pro- 
phet lament ſore, Jer. 9, 1. Oh (faith he) that my bead were wa- 
res, and mive eyes a fountain of tearr, that I might wetp dey and 
night for the ſlain of the daughter 0 my people. O that I had iv the 
wilderneſs a lodging place of wayfaring men, that L might leave my 
people, and go from them: Far they be all adulterers, an aſ- 
ſembly of treacheroms men, Ard faith he, ſer. 13. 16-- ; Give glory to 
the Lord your God, before he cauſe darkneſs, and before your feet ſtum- 
ble upon the dark monntains, and while ye look for light, he turn it 
inrd 
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into the ſnadaw of death, aud makg it groſs darkneſs. But if je wit 
wot hear it, my ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret places for pour © aud 

ec 


mine eyes ſhall weep ſore, and run down with tears, anſe the 
Lord's flock as carried away captive, While there remained ſome 
time to provide for their peace and good, he exhorts them to a 
reformation and to give glory to God, before the time of dark- 
neſs eame fully upon them: But if they would not hear, he 
tells them thar he would ſorely bewail their folly and the ca- 
lamity and miſery that would come upon them. And this God 
ordered, that they ſhould mourn and weep for the miſery that 
was Coming upon them, Jey,9. 17--. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
eonſider ye, and call for the mournivg women ,- that they may 
come, and let them makes baſt, and takes np 8 wailing for us, that 
our eyes may run down with tears, 4nd our e1e-lids gaſh out with 
waters, And ver. 21. For death js come up into owr Windows, and 
*s entered into our palaces, to cut off the children from withoys, and 
#he young men from the ſtreets. And faith God £0 him, Jer, 24. 17+». 
Therefore thou ſvalt ſay this word wo them ; let mine eyes rwy dowe 
With tears night and day, avd les them ws teaſes for the virgin 
daughter of my people is broken with 4 great breach, with 4 vary 
grievous blow, If 1 go forth mio the field, they behold the ſigin with 
the ſword; and if I enter into the city, they bebold them that are fock 
with famine, yea both the prephet and the prieſt go about into a land 
that they know not., Thus was he to weep before them for their 
miſeries. And the Prophet ſheweth how feraſalem wept for the 
miſeries and ſorrows that were come upon her. Lam. I. 2. She 
weepeth ſore in the night, and her tears are op ber cheeks; among 
all her lovers ſhe hath none to comfort her ; all hey friends have deals 
rreacherouſly with her ; they are become her enemies. And I wiſh 
that the Sons of the Proteſtant Church would not now ſo deal 
with her, and become her enemies. And ver. 15--, The Lord hath 
troden und:r foot all my mighty men iy the midſt of we; he hath 
called an aſſembly againſt me ro cruſh my young men. The Lord 
hath troden the virgin, the danghter of Judah, as in @ wine preſs. 
For theſe things I weep, mine eye, mine eye runneth down with water, 
becauſe the comforter that ſhould relieve my {oul, « far from me : 
my children are deſolate, becauſe the enemy prevaileth, Zion [pread- 
eth forth hir hands, and there is none to comfort her; the Lord hath 
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commanded concerxing Jaceb, that his adverſaries ſhould b: round 
about him ; Jeruſalem #« as a menſtrnous woman among them. Thus 
doth he bring in Jers{alem bewailing her ſelf, and doth much 
lament her deſolate condition. * And faith he, Lam. 2. 11; Mine 
ojes do fail with rears; my bowels are troubled, my liver 5s poured 
wpon the earth, for the deſtruttion of the dawghter of my preple ; bee 
canſe the children and the ſucklings ſwoon in the ftreets of the city, 
In this extraordinary manner was he troubled, and did ſorely 
weep for the great miſery that came_upon them and their be- 
loved Jerwſalem, And the Prophet Amos rebukes it as a crime 
in ſome of them, that they were not grieved for the affliftion 
of the People of God, Amos, 6.1, Wo ts them that are at caſe 
in Zion; And ver, 6. That drink wine in bowls, and anint them- 
ſelves with the chief ointments: But they are not grieved for the af- 
fliftion of Joſeph. And our bleſſed Lord himſelt wept over Jers- 
Jalem, tor the miſery and deſtruttion that was coming upon it. 
Lu. 19. 4I--. And when be was come near, he beheld the ety, aud 
wept over it, ſaying, if thow hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in this 
thy day, the things which belong unto thy Peace! but now they are 
hid from thine eyes, For the dajs ſhall come upon thee, that thine 
encmics ſhall caft a trench about thee, and compaſs thee round, and 
keep thee in on every fide, and ſhall lay thee ein with the ground. 
Thus forrowful did our blefſed Lord ſhew himſelf for the great 
miſery and deſtruction that was coming upon this City, for the 
great wickedneſs thereof; and did moſt earneſtly deſire that they 
wculd amend, and mind the things that belonged to their Peace 
before -it was too late z and was greatly troubled at their carnal 
ſecurity, that they were ſo unconcerned in this weighty matter. 
By theſe and ſuch places we ſee, that it is our duty to be trou- 
bled, and to mourn and weep for all the publick Galamiries and 
Miſeries that befal our Church and Nation. Toſee men to grow 
cold in their Zeal and Devotion towards Almighty G::4, and to 
have lirtle or no heart towards their duty ard fervice towards 
him; To ſee the honſe of God to be deſerted und forſaken, and 
his Ordinances and Worſhip to be lighted and negleted ; To ſee 
the Church rent ard torn to pieces with {cliiſms and diviſions, 
and to ſee mens zeal all ſpent a wrong way in hears againſt one 
anvther; To underſtand that Popery 15 like to preyarl ever the 
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Proteſtant Church' for three years and an half, and that the Po- 
piſh Gentiles are like to tread under foot the holy City the 
true Church of Chriſt for forty and two months ; To ſee wicked- 
neſs and impiety to abound every where in the Nation, and 
Eove and Goodneſs to be withdrawn; to ſee the Kingdom divi- 
ded into Factions and Parties, and to know, as our Lord hath 
told us, that a Kingdom ſo divided cannot ſtand; To ſee that 
our fins and iniquities are grown great, and to know that wrath 
and judgments will be ſure to be the iſſue and conſequence of 
themz. Theſe things mult needs be matter of ſorrow and grief to 
all good men, and call them to lamentation and mourning, to- 
ſee the Peace of our Church and Kingdom. in ſuch a'manner to 
lie a bleeding, and no lkelihood that the wounds thereof. ſhould 
be healed,. And at this time the Church of Chriſt, and our Na- 
tion give us too great a cauſe of ſorrow in this reſpect. 

Foxrthly, We are to endeavour to-procure all the good we can 
to our Jeruſalem, our Church and Kingdom in a lawful and Chri- 
ſtian way. We arc to promote the peace and proſperity there- 
of, of all kinds, as muchas in us lies : For it would be but vain: 
to call upon God for his help and ſuccour for our Jersſalem, if 
we are ſo little concerned for it, that we will not vouchſafe ir 
our own help and aſſiſtance, ſo far as we have power; And 
the devout Pſalmiſt here doth reſolve upon this, that he would ' 
do what goed he could to Jerwſalem, PC. 122. 9. Becauſe of the - 
houſe of the Lord our God, I will ſeek, thy good. And the Apoftle 
exhorteth us to ſeek the good of others: 1 Cor. 10. 24. Let ns- 
wan ſeck his owns; but every man. another s wealth : And much more 
| then ought we to ſeek the good and welfare of the Church and: 
Kingdom, which are of ſuch a general. concern; and not to» 
think much to beſtow both labor and coſt for the benefit of them, . 
And it is our Ford's-command that we ſhould ſeek the Kingdom 
of God, and ſeek it in the firſt place. Matt. 6, 33. Bur ſeth y 
firſt the Kingdom of God (faith he) and bis righteouſneſs; and all- 
theſe things ſhall be added unto yow, The promoting of God's King- 
dom aud Righteouſneſs among men, is to be our firſt and chief-- 
eſt care; and to ſuch endeavours a blefling of .carthly things is 
promiſed, And to promote the Goſpel, and the pure Relgion 
thereof, is to promote the _ . wh of God, as St, Pay wg 
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eth; Col. 4. 11. Theſe onely are my fellow workers wuto the King- 
dom of God, But not only the outward profeſſion of the Goſpel, 
but chiefly the inward reception of it, and the hearty belicf of 
the Goſpel which produces obedience and makes a life confor- 
mable thereto, is the true Kingdom of God: And fo our Saviour 
hath told us that the Kingdom of God is within us; Lu. 17. 21. 
And not only the outward profefſion of the Goſpel, but efpeci- 
ally the inward and hearty embracing thereof ſhould we endea- 
vor to promote and advance wiat we can. And the Peace and 
Proſperity of our Church and Kingdom ſhould we advance as 
much as we can, that the Gofpel and Kingdom of God may 
be promoted therein as much as may be; and that God may be 
duely worſhipped and honoured therein, and that his worſhippers 
and ſervants may receive true benefit and comfort thereby. Ws 
are to endeavour by all mild and gentle ways to heal the brea- 
ches and diviſions that are in the Church, and to allay all bit- 
terneſs and animoſities that are among us, and to draw all ro 
union and concord, and to promote love and goodneſs among all, 
if it may be. And by all other lawful means ſhould we ſeek 
the good and welfare of our Church and Kingdom. 

And herein eſpecially are we to be affiſting to the proſperity 
and happineſs of our Church and Nation, by leading of harm- 
leſs and righteous and holy lives. Hereby ſhall we do the Church 
and Kingdom the greateſt ſervice of all. This will adorn our 
Church ard Religion the moſt of all, when all that are of other 
perſuaſions ſhall take notice what innocent and pious lives the 
Sons of our Church lead, and how juſt and upright they are in 
all their ways. And hereby ſhall we help to procure the Blef- 
ſing ofj\lmighty God upon us, which is that which muſt com- 
plete and crown all our Peaceand Happ'neſs in every reſpett, and 
make it firm and laſting, or elſe it will never be de. They are 
our ſins which' withhold good things from us, and hinder the 
advancement of our Peace and Happineſs, wh:ch we mult remove, 
before we'can procure good to our felves, This the Prophet 
ſhewe:h, Jer. 5. 25--; Towr iniquities have turnd away theſe things, 
ana =o ſins have withholden good things from jow. For amon; my 
people are found wicked men--, And King David doth ſhew, that 


the keeping of the Commandments of God was the way to cn Joy 
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rhe peaceable poſſeſſion-of the Land of Canaan, and to leave it 
for an Inheritance to their Children, 1x Chr. 28. 8,-- Keep and 
ſeek for all the commandments of the Lord your God, that ye may 
poſſeſs this good land, and leave it for an inheritance for your chil- 
dren after you for ever. And this muſt we do, if we would enjoy 
the Bleſſing of Peace our ſelves, and leave it for an inheritance 
to our Children after us. And taith the Prophet Feremiah 22. 3=-, 
Thus ſaith the Lord, execute ye jud;ment and righteouſneſs, and de- 
liver the ſpoil:d out of the hand of the epprefſor ; and do no wrong, 
do no wiol:nce to the ſtranger, the fatherleſs, nor the widow ; neither 
ſhed innocent blaod in this place. For if ye do this thiug ihuced, 
then ſhall there enter in by the gates of this houſe Kings ſitting npeu 
the throne of David--. But if ye wil not bear theſe words, { ſwear 
by my ſeif, ſaith the Lord, that this houſe ſhall become a deſolation : 
And lo jt is. like to be with our feraſalem. The doing of the 
works of righteouſneſs is the way to procure Peace and Happi- 
neſs to our ſelves; and herein alſo ſhall we be inftrumental in 
procuring of Peace and Good to our Church and Nation. 

Fiftbly, We are to pray unto Almighty God for the Peace 
and Good of our fernſalew in every reſpect, This weare taught: 
by the Text, and what hath been ſaid upon it. Allour own endea-- 
vours will be but vain and fruitleſs without the divine help-of 
Almighty God ; and therefore we muſt addreſs our ſelves unto him 
in earneſt prayer, that he would he pleaſed to grant to' us 'this 
bleſſing of Peace, who is the onely giver of it. For the peace 
and welfare of the whole Church of Chriſt upon earth are awe 
to pray ; That God would preſerve and keep it in perfett peace, 
that it might be ao ways annoyed, and that the Gates of Hell 
(as our Saviour hath promiſed, Matt. 16, 18.) might not prevail 
againſt it; but that the Kingdom of God might come (as our 
Lord hath talight us to pray) and might every where prevail, 
and be firmly rooted in men's hearts : That God would enlarge 
rhe Kingdom of his dear Son, and give him the Heathen for his 
inheritance, and the uttcrmoſt parts of the earth for hu poſſeſſton, ac- 
cording to that promiſe, Pſal. 2.8, 

But more eſpecially are we to pray for the good and wel- 
fare of our Church and Kingdom, that they may enjoy all man- 
ner of Peace and Happinels, mY are to make ſupplication ro- 
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Almighty God for the preventing of all judgments and calami- 
ties that may at = time befal them; and to pray according to: 
Solemon's form, -1 Kings 8. 29; That his ey:s may be open day and 
»:ght upon them, and that he would watch over them, and pre- 
ſerve them from all dangers and miſeries that threaten them, 
and us therein : That he would look down from Heaven (Pſal. 80, 
14.) 4nd behold and viſit this vine, and the vineyard which bi right 
hand hath planted; that it may not be-cut down, and burnt up 
with fire: That he would ſet watchmen pon the walls of our Fe- 
ruſalem (If. 62. 6.) which ſhould never hold their peace day nor night; 
bur always give warning at the approach of any evil, that it 
might be prevented; and to make ſupplication to the Lord, thar 
he would defend our beloved Ciry therefrom. And now are we 
earneſtly to pray unto Almighty God for the preventing, as 
much as may be, ſuch judgments and calamities as do now hang 
over our heads, and which we have juſtly deſerved : That our Can- 
dleſtick may not be totally removed, and that God may not ſend 
ſuch a famine upon us, as he threatens by the Prophet; Amos 8.1; 
Behold the days come, ſaith the Lord God, that ] will [end a famine 
in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirſt for water, but of hear- 
5ng the words of the Lord: Such a ſpiritual famine of the word of 
God are we to pray to be delivered from ; and that God would 
preſerve his pure Religion to us, and keep us from all idolatrous 
praCtices, and ſinful crrors in Religion: That we may be de- 
livered from the devouring Sword, and that our Land may not 
be turned into a field of blood, and a valley of ſlaughter : Thar 
we may not hear the ſound of the Trumpet and Alarm of war, 
and be commanded (as it is foel 3. 10.) to beat-our plowſhares 
inte ſwords, and our praning hooks into ſpears: That our corn may 
not be- given to be meat for our enemies; and the Sons of the 
ſtranger may not drink our wine, for which we have labored; 
but that they that have gathered it may eat it, and-praiſe -the 
Lord ; If. 62. 8--: That we may not (as it is If. 65. 2 2--) build, 
and another inhabit; and plant, and another ear the fruit rhere- 
of; and that we may not labor in vain, and bring forth for trou- 
ble: That violence may not be heard in our Land (If. 60, 18.) 
waſting nor deſtruction within our borders; but that our watts 
might truly be called Salyation, and our gates Praiſe. To'God 

are 
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are we to make ſupplication that he would not cauſe the Peſti- 

#lence to cleave unto us, nor ſmite us with any conſuming ſick- 
neſs and diſeaſe: That he would not ſend a famine upon us, and 
cauſe us to be ſmitten with blaſting and mildew, and make 
the Heaven that is over our-head as braſs, and. the Earth that 
is under our feet as Iron; nor give our ſubſtance and labor to 
be conſumed by the locuits and caterpillers and ſuch Armies of 
his: That our Church and Kingdom may be preſerved from 
theſe, and from all other Plagues and Judgments, that we 
have juſtly deſerved, are we to make ſupplication to Almighty 
God, that we may endeavour to preyent them as much as 
may be. 

We are alſo to make 'our humble and hearty prayers to Al- 
mighty God for the removing and taking away of ſuch Calami- 
ries and Evils as our Church and Kingdom now do, or at any 
time hereafter ſhall ly under : That he who 41s the God and 
Father of mercies would at all times look down in mercy upon 
them, and in his good time deliver them from all their diſtreſs 
and miſery: That there may not be ſuch a time, when the 
children ſhall be come to the birth, ard there ſhall not be 
ſtrength to bring forth, (2 Kings 19. z.) when we ſhallcall upon 
God for ſaccour and help, and he will not hear us; but char (ac- 
cording: to Solomon's prayer 1 Kings $8. 52.) his eyo9r way be open 
unto the ſupplication of bis ſervants, and of bis people, to bearken 
anto thew in all that they call for wnto him: That his Church 
and Faithful Servants may be preſerved in this, and in all other 
fiery Tryals that ſhall befal them, and from falling away from 
him; and that they may not be ſwallowed up with overmuch 
ſorrow and miſery ; but may find help and comfort from above; 
when they can meet with none here below: That God would 
remove from us all ſpiritual blin and carnal ſecurity, that 
we may know and mind the things which belong to our Peace, 
before they are quite removed from our eyes, and it be too late : 
That we may not be like the Church of the Leodiceans, of whom 
it is ſaid, Rev. 3. 17, Thos ſayeſt, 1 am rich, and increaſed with 
goods, and have need of nothing z and =Y wot, that thow art 
wretched, and miſerable, and peor, and blind, and naked; that we 


may not be in ſuch an inſenſible aud miforable condition as gr 
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but may ſee what great need we have to repent and amend : 
That God would do good, in his good pleaſure - unto our Zion «» 
(Pal. 51. 18.) and build the walls of our Feraſal:ms: That he 
woutd heal all our diſmal Breaches and Diviſions, and reconcile 
all our Diſſenſions, which ſo much diſturb our Peace, and threa- 
ten us With farther miſery: That he would not prepare more 
work for the greedy and devouring Sword ; but that we may 
all gtudy and practiſe his Goſpel of Peace and Love, and that every 
man may dwell ſafely under his vine, and under his Fig-tree, 
as it is ſaid that 7#dab and 1ſrarl did all the days of King Solo- 
291, T Kings 4. 25. For the removing of theſe, and all other 
afllitions and miſeries that we are ſenſible that our Church and 
Kingdom do now, or hereafter may ly under, are we to make 
ſupplication to Almighty God, and to intreat him that he would 
look down in merey upon them, and heal all their wounds and 
maladies in his good time. And theſe things we are to pray 
for according to the Prophet's form, Jer. 14. 7: O Lord, the' 
our iniquities teſtify againſt us, do tbog it for thy Name's ſake; for 
our back-ſlidings are many, we have ſinned againſt} thee: And not 
for our own ſakes, but for his great mercy's 1ake, and for his 
dear Son Chriſt 7e/u4's ſake, are we to intreat him for the pre- 
venting of Judgments, and for the remoying of ſuch miſeries and 
and ſufferings as do at anytime befa] our Church and Kingdom. 
We are alſo to fupplicate rhe. divine: Goadneſs of Almighty 
God for our Church and Kingdom” that he would be pleaſed to 
continue to them ſuch Mercies as they enjoy ; and that he would 
grant to them ſuch Bleſfings and good things as they want and 
ſtand in need off ; That our Church and Kingdom may enjoy all 
manner of Peace and Proſperity in ſuch a full manner as I have 
before deſcribed : That God would make good to the Chriſtian 
Church that in the Prophet Ifaiah, 62. 1--, That for Zios's [ake 
he would wot hold his peace, and for feruſalem's ſake he would 
wot reſt, wntil the yighteouſneſs thereof go forth as brightneſs , 
ard the ſalvation| thereof as a lamp that burneth : That the 
Gentiles might ſee the righteouſneſs thereof, and all Kings it's 
glory : That it may be a Crown of Glory in the hand of the Lord, 
and a rojal diadem in the hand of our God: That-as a young man 
@arricth a Virgin, ſq her Sons might marry her; and as a Bride- 
groom 
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groom rejoyceth over the Bride, ſo her God might rejoyce 
, over her: That God would create our erxſal:m a rejoycing, 
and her people a joy; If, 65. 18--: That he would rejoyce in 
our feraſalem, and joy in his People; that the vayee of weeping 
may no more be heard in her, nor the voice of crying: Thar 
(ver, 25.) the Wolf and the Lamb may feed together; and the 
Lion cat ſtraw like the Bullock, and duſt may be the Serpent's 
meat; that they may not hurc, nor deſtroy inall this holy Moun- 
tain: That ſuch univerſal Peace and Love may every where pre- 
vail, that men of the moſt perverſe ſpirits. may be overcome by 
them, and lay aſide all their malignity : That the Lord of Hoſts 
(Zac. I. 14.) would be jealous for our fersſalem, and for our 
Zi0n With a great jealouſie: That God wou!'d be gracious toour 
Land, and cauſe the Goſpel to flouriſh amongit us, and to take 
deep rooting in our hearts: That God would cloath the Prieſts 
of our Zion with Salvation (Pfal. x32, 16.) and make her Saints 
to ſhout aloud for joy: Thar the mountain of the Lords $4 (If. 
2.:2--.) might be eſtabliſhed in the top of the mogntains, 4iid be ex- 
alted above the hills: and that all nations may flow wnto' 5t : That 
there may be ſich an univerſal willingnels and readineſs in all to 
know and practiſe their duty,that they (hall ay. Come e, and lit ws go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the houſe of the God of Faced, 
and he will teach ns of his ways, and we will walk in his paths : That 
our Miniſters and Paſtors may be orthodox and found in the 
Faith; true and faithful in the-diſcharge of their ,cffices ; ard 
of an upright life and converſation, and fo adorn the Gotpel of 
the bleſſed Jeſus and that holy Religion which we profeſs: That 
God would abxndantly bleſs the proviſien of our Zion (PlaL 132, 15.) 
and would ſatisfy her poor with bread; and give us all kind of 
plenty and ftore in our Land: That there may cater 1 by the 
gates of our City Kings fitting upon rhe throne of their Ance- 
ſtors (fer. 17. 25.) and riding in Chariots and on Horſes; and Ru- 
ling in juſtice righteouſneſs and mercy : That he would fil our 
hearts with food and gladneſs, and grant us heaſth and profpe- 
rity in gur Land: That God would make our Zion an eternal 
exgellency (If. 60, 15.) a joy of many generations: That our People 
alſo (ver. 21.) might be all righteous, and inherit the Land for 


ever, and that in all Peace and Quiet: That there may be heard, 
in 
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in- our Land (Jer. 33. I.) the woice of joy, and the woice of glad- 
n:{s; the waice of the bridegroom, and the woice of the brid: ; the 
woice of them that ſhall ſay, praiſe the Lord of Hoſts, for the Lord 
is good, for bis mercy endureth for ever; and of them rhat ſpall bring 
the ſacrifice of Maiſe into the howſe of the Lord : That our Land may 
be bleſſed with all manner of bletfings ; and that we may not be 
unmindful to returr Almighty God, his due Laud and Praiſe for 
the ſame. Such promiſes have been made to, and ſuch petitions 
have been put up for awe pl and by ſuch may we be inſtruct- 
ed how we are at all times to addreſs our ſelves to Almighty 
God in prayer for our feraſalem, for the Church of Chriſt inge-- 
neral, and more particularly for our own Church and Kingdom. 
Bur at this time we have great reaſon to make our earneſt prayers 
to Almighty God for the Proteſtant Church, eſpecially that part 
of it with us; and for our own Nation, that they may be pre- 
ſerved from ſuch judgments and miſeries as now threaten them 
and us, and we have juſtly deſerved for our great wickedneſs. 
and abuſe of mercies, 

Sixthly, We are to rejoyce, and'to take great pleaſure in the 
Peace and Proſperity of our Feruſ«lem, when there is juſt cauſe 
for it ; and topraiſe and magnify Almighty God for the mercies 
and benefits that he hath grantedtoher, The good and welfare 
of the whole Church, and eſpecially of our own Church and 
Kingdom ſhould be matter of great joy and. gladneſs of heart to 
us; and ſtir us up to return God his due Laud and Praiſe for 
the ſame. And this is the ProphetFexhortation. IC. 66, 10. Re- 
joyce ye with Jeruſalem, and be glad with her, all bad that love her, 
rejoxce for joy with ker, all ye that mourned for her: That ye may 
ſuck, and be ſatiſf.cd with the breaſts of her conſolations ; that ye may 
milk out, and be delighted with the abandance of her glory. And with 
our 7ers/alem the true Proteſtant Church ſhould we rejoyce, when 
ſhe hath cauſe to do ſo; which when the days of darkneſs are 
over,.I hope ſhe will have. And ſaith the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 106, 4-+, 
Remember me, O Lord, with the favour that thow beareſ®> unto th 
people; O viſit me with thy ſalvation : That I may ſee the good of hy 
choſen ; that I may rejoyce in the gladneſs of thy nation; that I may 

lory with thine inheritance, Like fellow-teeling membersare we 
th.to ſuffer, and to rejoyce with the Church, and all the 
rrue 
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true and faithful Members thereof. And faith the Pſalmiſt. Pal. : 26.1--; 
When the Lord turned again the Captivity of Zien, were like them t' at 
dream : Then was our mouth filled with lang bter,and our tongue wit > ſinging. 
Ard Pfal. 137.6, faith the Pſalmiſt there; If / do no: remembey thee, let 
my tongue cleave to the roof of my month, if [ prefer not fernſal:m ab;ve my 
chief joy. And at every thing that tended roward the good of Ferwſalem, 
and the pure worſhip and {ervice of Almighty God, did the Royal Pſal- 
miſt King David greatly rejoyce, as he ſheweth here. Pal. 122.1. / 
was glad when they ſa d unto me let ws go mito the beaſe of the Lord. Every 
advancement of God's Church and _—_— did much delight and pleate 
him ; and ſo it ſhonld do us. And for all the Mercies and Blefſings thar 
Almighty God ſhall at any time vouchſafe to our. Church and Nation 
are-weto be truely thankful, and to make our hearty return of praiſe 
co him for the ſame. This the Pſalmiſt doth moſt paſſionately wiſh, and 
ſhewerh that men are too negligent herein, Pſal. 107. 8. O that men 
would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs (ſaith he) and for his wonderful works 
to the children of men! And this the Pſalmift exhorteth Ferafalem to do, 
to make a due return of praiſe for the Bleſſings that fhe had received. 
Pal. 147. 12--, Praiſe the Lord O fernſalem ((aith he) praiſe thy God, © 
Zion. For he bath ſtrengthened the bars of thy gates; he hath bleſſed thy chil, 
dren within thee. He maketh Peace in thy borders, and filleth theewith the 
fineſt of the wheat, And this St. Fohn ſhewerh in that viſion of the Elders, 
that we are to praiſe and fy Almighty God for all the mercies 
and deliverances that he'vouci h to-his Church. Rev, xr, 16, 17. 
. Andthe fowr and twenty Elders (ſaith he) which ſat before Ged on their ſeats, 
fell upon their faces, and worſhipped God, ſaying, we give thee thanks, O Lord 
God Almighty, which art, and waſt, and art to come ; becauſe thow haſt taken 
zo thee thy great Power, and haſt Reigned : That is, becauſe in a wonder- 
ful and miraculous manner thou haſt preſerved and delivered thy 
Church and Seryants, and defeated and deſtroyed their Enemies. For 
all the mercies and bleſſings that are vouchſafed to the chriſtian Church 
in general, or to that part ofit wherein we are more nearl , 
or to our own Land and Nation are we to be rruly thankful ro-Almigh 
God, and to Laud and Praiſe him for them. All the good that befais 
che Proteſtant Church and our Land and Nation is te be matter of 
thanksgiving and rejoycing to us. To ſee the Chriſtian Church enlar- 
gedandenxalted on high, and what the Prophet ſaith of it fulfilled in an 
eminent manner z At56. 4. I-- :To ſee the Chriſtian Church thus exalted 
above all, and the Heathen world thus a flocking toit: To ſee an incli- 
nation and willingneſs in all men to PO obedient to the Goſpel, and 
(48) - 
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to praCtiſe the things that it requires: To ſee Kings to become the uwr- 
fing- Fathers of the Chriſtian Church (lf. 49. 23.) and their Pacens the 

werſing Mothers thereof, and to bew'down to her with theit faces towards 

the earth, and to bring their riches and treaſures to her : Toſee the 

Light of God's countenance to ſhine upon the true Proteſtant Church, 

and to ſee that completed, which our Lord faith, Rev. 3. 9, Behold I 
will make them of the ſynagogue of Satan,which ſay they are fews, and are not, 

but ao lye ; behold I will make them to come, and worſhip before thy feet, and 
to know that / have lovedthee : To ſee the Proteſtant Church bleſt in ſach 

a manner, and all the Enemies thereof aſhamed and confounded in all 

their enterprizes and deſigns againſt it z and inſtead of triumphing over 

it, to comeand bow down before it : To ſee our Kingdom a peaceable 
andquiet Habitation, and diſturbed with no apprehenſions of dangers 

from without, nor with any contentions or diviſions within: To ſee 
Truth and Righteouſneſs vo flouriſh therein; 'and to ſeeirbleſt with 
health and plenty : To fee all men to ſtudy Love and Peace; and roſee 
us ſo happy as to be all joyned togerther'in one Worſhip and Communi- 
on, that, as St. Paul ſaith, Rom. 15. 6, That we may with one mind, 
and one mouth glorify God, even the Fathey of our Lord Zeſus Chriſt : To 
ſee theſe things fulfilled ſhould be great joy and gladneſs ofheart to us, 
and fill our mouths with Songs of thankſgiving to Almighty God for the 
fame. Theſe things ſhould be our earneſt defires, and the ſubje& of our 
hearty prayersto God ; and it ſhould begreat pleaſure and delight to 
us to ſee them in ſome good meaſure: accompliſhed and fulfilled, That 
God may have his due Honour'and Praiſe unanimouſly returned him 
every where throughout the whole Chriſtian Church. 

Seventhly and laſtly, We are to ſbffer for the Good of onr Fersſalem the 
Chriftian Church, when God ſhall require it of us, and call us thereto 
by his divine Providence, that ordereth all things, and over-ruleth all 
that is done here below. Though our bleffed Lord hath ſuffered for us, 
and there is no need of any; more Sacrifice to purge away our Sins, as if 
there were any inſufficiency in that; For (fairh the Apoſtle Heb. 10.14) 
by one offering he hath perfeFted for ever them that are ſanftified: Yertthere 
remained ſomething of the ſufferings of Chriſt behind, which were to be 
undergone by the Apoſtles and pious Men afterwards for the ſake of the 
Church, in'conformity to what our Bleſſed Lord had ſiiffered for ir. This 
the Apoſtle ſhewerh, Col. r. 24 ; Who now yejoyce (ſaith he) in my ſwſfe- 
rings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the affiiftions of Chrift in my 

tub, for his body's ſake which isthe Chureh--, For the ſake ofthe myſtical 
Body of Chriſt the Church doth he ſhew thathe ſuffered, And faith he 
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to the Corinthians, 2 Cor. I. 6z Ind whether we be afifted, it is for your” 
conſolation and ſalvation, which is effettual in the endgring of the ſamse he &- 
rings which we alſo ſuffer--. And faith he ro Timothy, 2 Tim. 2. 10 y There- 
fore I endgre all things for the eletÞs ſake, that they may alſo obt ainthe ſalva- 
tion which 15 in Chri feſms with eternal glory, And he ſheweth that he did 
not know but that he might be offered upon the {ervice of the Church 
of the Philippians. Phil. 2. 17. Tea, and if [ be offered wpon the ſacrifice 
and ſervice of your faith (faith he) 1 joy and reoyce with you all, _ So 
highly conld he ſuffer for them, and doit roo with joy and rejoycing., 

And he exhorts wer to be. ready to undergo ſufferings for the ſake of 
the Goſpel and Church of God. 2 Tim. 1.8, Be not thou therefore aſha- 
wed of the teſtimony of our Lord ((aith he) nor of me hw priſoncr ; but bt 
tho partaker of the affiitions of the Goſpel acgarding to the power of God, 
And St, Fohntells us plainly, that, ſeeing Chrit hath laid down his Life 
for us, we ought alſo tolay.downjour. Lives for the good of others, as 
Chriſt hath done for us, though nor for; an expiatory Sacrifice like his. 
I Jo. 3.16, Hereby(ſaith he, perceive we the love of God, becanſe he laid 
down us life for us ; and. we owght to lay down onr lives for the brethren, 
This great act of love; and; mercy to us, is to beanexampletous, to 
teach us to ſhew ſuch gaothers, and tolay down our Lives for the good 
ofothers and of the Church of Chriſt, when it will be benchcial to them, 
and God ſhall require this ſerviceat our hands. By theſe and ſuch pla- 
ces we may ſee that-we are toſuffer for our Zer»ſalem the Churcn of 
Chriſt, when our ſufferings will bo beneficial roicit we will not be wan- 
tidg.ia our love and duty towards it. The wordsof the Text do nor ful- 
ly declare this, but yer we (ee that. other places of the Scriptures do. 
If our hearts are ſo fully ſer upon our Feraſalem the true Proteſtanc 
Church as they ſhouldzand if we do earneſtly deſire the Peace and Good 
and Welfare thereof, as we ought, Then are we togive what aſliſtance 
we can towards them by theſe and ſuch lawful ways as theſe; And 
likewiſe towards the Peace and Proſperity of our Kingdom and Nation. 
I, We hare here 8 the hg promiſe and aſſurance ofa NE of 
Proſperity to them that truely loved Fersſalam: Th oſper that 
love Ne Al thoſe that did bear true Ln hearty hart ferg- 
felems the City of the great King, where his magnificent Temple was, 
- and ſhewed a piousZeal for it, and were ready to doallthe good offices 
for it that they couldy they were aſſured from hence.that the bleſſing 
of Proſperity ſhould come upon them, and that they ſhould be wellre- 
warded for all che good altsthat they ſhould do for ir. - And the Royal 
Pſalmiſt King David himſeIfis an eminent Inſtance of this :. For he was 
| E 2 in- 
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inflamed with a very great love towards this place which God had cho- 
ten torecord his Sacred Name there; and for the true Worſhip and Ser- 
vice of Almighty God ; and for the promoting of true Religion among 
men ; And we ſee that he was abundantly rewarded with proſperity 
and good for all the acts of piety that he ſhewed herein,procuring here- 
by the bleſſing of God both upon himſelf, and upon his Poſterity too. 
And we may fee that others alſo have been proſperous and happy, thar 
have had great Love and Zeal for the true Religion and pure Worſhip 
and Service of Ai\mighty God. And from hence may we be aſſured thar 
the Bleſſing of God will come upon all thoſe now that love aur Feraſa- 
lem, and ſeek the Peace and Good thereof: That they ſhall be ſure ro 
be well rewarded that have heartyLove and a pious Zeal for the Prote- 
ftant Church, and ſeek the Peace and Welfare thereof, and of our King- 
dom and Nation. From theſe words of the Text we may be aſſured 
that a bleſſed reward doth awaitall ſuch/as ſhew a pious care, and do 
any good deeds towards the Church of Chriſt; and in the word of God 
we have more promiſes to this effeft, aſſuring us of a reward both in 
this life, and that which is to come. And the true Chriſtian Church be- 
ing the Heavenly 7erxſalem, and the City of God, and the Spouſe of 
Chriſt, the Bride the Lamb's wife, Rev, 21.9 5; We may'be ſure from 
hence, that all the pious acts thatare done towards it, will not go unre- 
warded : For Ged (faith the Apoſtle Heb. 6.'x0.) w# not wnrighteous 80 
forget your work and labor of love, which ye have ſhewed towards bis Name, 
5n that ye have miniſtved to the Saints, and do miniſter. ' All aQts ofpiery 
and love ſhewed towards the Saints and Servants of God, or any other 
ways towards his Name, will not be forgotten, but be ſurely and abun- 
cantly rewarded. Our Lord doth affureus, that ſuch as ſeek the King- 
eom of God, ſhall have a good portion of the __ things of this life. 
Matth. 6. 33. But ſeek ye firft the King dom of God (ſaith he) and his righ- 
reomſneſs ; and all theſe things ſhall be added unto you. Such as ſeek the 
Kingdom of God, and yield any ſuccour and help to it, are like to have 
no want of earthly comforts and enjoyments, but are aſfured of them, 
fo far as ſhall be good for them. And thoſe that ſuffer upon the ac- 
count of the Goſpel, our Lord tells us, are like to be rewarded both here, 
and hereafter too. Mar, 10. 29-- And fefws anſwered andſaid, verily 1 
fay unto you, there is no man that hath l:ft houſe, or brethren, or ſiſters, or 
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands for my ſake and the Goſpel's, 
But he ſhall receive an hundred fold now inthis time, bouſes, and brethren, 
and ſiſters, and mothers, andchildren, aud lands, with perſecutions, andin 
*:nhe world to-come eternal Life, The parting with any thing for the =_ - 
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Chriſt and the Goſpel will be abundantly recompenſed both here and 
hereafter roo. An: ſo ſaith our Lord concerning thoſe that part with 
any thing for the ſake of the Kingdom of God, Lu. 18. 29--. And he 
ſaid unto them, werily I |, «dy wnto you, there is no man that hath left houſe, or 
parents, or brethren, or w-fe, or children for the K ingdoms of God's ſake, who 
all not receive manifold more in this preſent time, and in the world to come 
fe everlaſting, And. ſaith he, Mar.8. 35, Bat whoſoever ſhall loſe his 
hife for my ſake and the G, ſpel s, the ſame ſnall ſave it. Theſe places do ſhew 
that what is done and uttered for the take of the Goſpel, ſhall be well 
rewarded: and fo is all like tobe that is done for the Proteſtant Church 
wherein the pure Religion and Worſhip of God are preſerved. And our 
Lord doth ſhew that he will account all the pious atts, that are done to 
his diſciples,as done to himſelf,and accordingly will reward them at the 
day of Judgment, Matth. 25. 34--. And faith he, Matth. 10. 41--, He 
that rectiveth a Prophet in the name of a Prophet, ſtall receive a Prophet's re- 
ward; ard he that reeciveth a righteous man, in the name of a right cons man, 
ſhall receive a righteous mans reward. And whoſoever ſhall give to drink, 
wuto one of theſe little ones a cup of cold water only, in the name of a diſciple, 
wver:ly I [ay wnto you, he ſhall in no wiſe loſe his reward, And fo, Mar.g.41; 
For who/orver ſhall give y.u a cup of water to drink, in my Name, becauſe ye 
belong to Chriſt, verily I ſay unto you, he ſhall not loſe bus reward. This afſu- 
rance doth our bleſſed Lord gire that thoſe ſhall be well rewarded, that 
ſhew kindneſs to his diſciples in all their wants and diſtreſſed con- 
ditions. And from theſe andſuch places we may be ſure, that a: | 
tending any ways to the good of Chriſt's Church, or to any pa 
member thereof, ſhall be well taken, and abungantly rewarded. 

Anda good and praiſe-worthy thing itisto do good ina righteous 
way towards the Peace and Welfare ofone's Kingdom and Nation, and 
will not wholly loſe it's reward. The bleſſing of him that was ready to pe= 
riſh came wpon me, ſaith fob, 29. 13: Andt bleſſing of a Kingdom and 
Nation is like to come upon ſuch as do good thereto in a lawful way,and 
ſeek topreſerve the Peace thereof, and offer up their hearty prayers to 
Almighty God for it. The Fews became advocates to our bleſſed Lord fi 
the Centurion that had deſerved well of their Nation, and beſought Him 
to heal his ſervant, and our Lord hearkened to their requeſt. Lu,7. 4-. 
And when they came to 7eſus, they beſoug bt him inſtantly, ſaying, that he was 
worthy for whom he ſhould do this; For he loveth our nation,«nq he: hath baile 
- #83 4 Synagogue. Then 7eſus went with them, The praying for, and ſhew- 
ing of love and piety towards the Chriſtian Zersſalem is like to be abun- 


aantly rewarded :. And in doing of pious acts towards the ay: 140 
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Church of England, we may be ſure that we ſhall do ſo towards an emi- 
nent part of Chriſt's Church, and ſhall be ſharers in the great rewards 
ofall ſuch as of piety towards the Church of Chrilt, 

Bur as a bleffing is like to come upon ſuch as love, and do good to the 
Chriſtian Zersſalzm ; So, on the other hand, we may lee that great judg- 
ments and miſeries are like to befal all thoſe that have evil will thereto, 

and offer it any Injury and Wrong. This the Pſalmiſt hath not afſerred 
here in the Text ; but it is ſhewcd by ſeveral other places in the ſacred 
Scriptures. Evil waslike to befal all ſuch as were enemies to the anti- 
ent feruſalem of the Fews, as we may fee, A heavy imprecation doth 
the Plalmiſt utter againſt ſuch ; Pſal. 129. 5--; L*t them all be confoundrd 
and turned back (faith he) that hate Zion ; Let them be as the graſs upon the 
houſe tops, which withereth before it groweth up--. And ſuch umprecations 
are not to be looked upon as private wiſhes only, but as diftates of the 
Spirit of God, And faith the Pſalmiſt,Pf. 137. 7--, Remember O Lord, the 
children of Edom, inthe day of Jeruſalem ; who ſaid, Raſe, raſe it, even tothe 

foundation thereof. O damghter of Babylon, who art to be deſtroyed ; hap 
all he be, that rewardeth thee, as thou haſt ſerved us. Happy ſhall he be, 
that taketh and daſbeth thy little ones againſt the ſtones, Deſtpuftion was 
Ike tobe to them, though God ſuffered them a while to afflidt his people 
for their ſins and wickedneſs, And faith the Prophet Iſaiah, 29. 8.1: 
ſbalt even be as when « hungry man dreameth, and behold he eateth ; bug he 
awaketh, and his ſoul is empty : or as when a thirſty man dreameth, and'be- 
hold be drinketh ; but he awaketh, and behold he ts faint, and his ſoul bath ap- 
petite: So ſhall the multitude of all Nations be, that fight againſt mount Ziow. 
And faith God by the Prophet Zechariah 12. 9, 4nd :t ſhall come to paſs 
in that day, that I will ſeek to deſtroy all the Nations that came againſt Jeru- 
fſalem.AndZec. 14.12. And this ſhall be the plagge(ſaith the Prophet)where- 
with the Lord will ſmite all the people that have fought againſt} eruſalem:Their 
fieſp ſhall conſume away while they ſtand upon their feet ; andtheir eyes ſhall 
conſume away in their holes ; and their tongue ſhall conſume away in their 
mouth. Such deſtruction and miſery was like to come upon the enemies 
of 7erxſalem, And from theſe places we may be affured, that Wo and 
Milery is like to befal all ſuch as do any injury and wrong to the Chri- 
ſtian Fer»ſal:m.And we read in the Revelation of fire coming down from 
God, and deveuring thoſe that compaſſed the Camp of the Saints, and 
the beloved City about, Rev. 20.8, 9. And ſhall go out (that is Satan 
ſhall go out) to deceive the Nations which are in the four quarters of the 
earth, Goz and Mageg, to gather them together to battcl; the number of 
whom is 4s the ſand of theſes, And they went up 6n the breadth of the earth, 
ard 
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and compaſſed the Camp of the Saints about, and the beloved city: and fire 
came down from God ont of h:aven, and devoured them. Deſtruction is like 
to be the reward of all ſuch as ſeek ro deſtroy the beloved City and 
Church of God. And our blefſed Saviour told St. Pawl, that in perſecu- 
ting the Church he perſecuted him; and let him know, that in ſo doing 
he fSuld meet with ſharp ſervice z and has let us know, what a heavy 
doom is like to light upon ſuch as offend and wrong any of his little ones, 
that believe in him ; as I have ſhewed before. And from theſ#and ſuch 
places we may fully conclude, that wo and miſery is like to be their re- 
ward now, that doany injury and wrong to the Church of Chriſt, or to 
any of his true and faithful Servants. A moſt bleſſed thing iris ro love, 
and to do good to the chriſtian Fer»ſalem,the true Church of Chriſt ; and 
will be ſure to be well taken, and well rewarded: But the contrary, to do 
wrong and injury thereto,is very offenſive to Almighty God; and is like 
to be moſt ſeverely puniſhed by him. | 

And now, todraw to a concluſion, Seeing it will be ſuch accepable 
Service to God, to ſeek the Good and Welfare of the Charch, and ro 
pray for it, and to do what good we can thereto; and hewill be fure a- 
bundantly to recompence all ſuch ſervice; But that hewill be highly-dif 
pleaſed with all ſuch as do any injury and harm to his Chareh and Ser- 
vants, and doth ſhew that he will moſt ſeverely puniſthem; Lerus 
fron{ hence be warned not to offend herein, and have agreat care that 
wefhelp not to pull down and deftroy the Proteſtant Church; for thoſe 
that do ſo, muſt expeCt the Curſe of God to come upon them, and that 
the dreadful Wo which is at hand will ſweep them away: Let us have a 
care that we put not our hand, nor our heart coany thing that ſhall be 
prejudicial thereto; That we no ways diſturb the Peace of our Church, 
and do no hurt thereto, nor to any of the true Servants of God : But ler 
usfhew all the acts of love and kindneſs thereto that we can, Let us now 
ſhew our ſelves fairhful Children of the Proteſtant Church, and reſolye 
by God's bleſſed help to live and dy with her, though it ſhould be at the 
Stake. Ler us now make earneſt ſupplication to Almighty God for rhe 
Peace and Good of our Fcryſalem, the Proteſtant Church, that it may 
now and at all times be detended from the Enemies thereof; and that 
they may not now ſo far prevail over it, as to root it out and deſtroy it; 
but that his watchful Providence and the Light of his Countenarce may 
now in af extraordinary manner attend our Church, and all the faich- 
ful Members thereof,inthis ſad and dark time that 1s coming upon them, 
And (as the Prophet exhorteth the faithful if. 62, 7.3 ler us q-ve /im no 


reſt, till he eſtabliſh, and till be make our Fernſalem a praiſe in the earth : 
Let 
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Det us do all the good offices thereto that we can, and give all the afſi- 
- ſtance and help to itin a righteous way that may be ; and think all 
our care and pains well beſtowed abour it, and to our own advantage 
too. And let us not be unmindful to pray for all the diſtreſſed Mcem- 
bers of the Church of Chriſt, whenſoever and whereſvever we un- 
derftand that they are in any afflicted and ſuffering condition 3 Thar 
he, whois the Father of Mercies, would be gracious to them, and 
ſend them helg-and comfort, and make his face ro ſhine upon them. Ic 
is the Apoſtle's exhortation (Eph, 6. 18.) that we ſhould make ſuppli- 
cation for all Saints ; and eſpecially then ſhould we make ſupplication 
for all ſuch as ſhall at any time bein diſtreſs. And according to our 
abiliry we are to communicate to, and relieve all rhediſtreſſed Mem- 
bers of the Church at all crimes, eſpecially of Perſecution, and when 
their needs call the moſt of all for our help, and it is in our power toſuc- 
cour and help them. This is abundantly ſhewed in the new Teſtament; 
and thoſe that do ſo, ſhall be high:y rewarded, as | have ſhewed before. 
And we may ſee that good Obadiah teok an hundred of the Lord's Pro- 
ets, and fed them by fifty in a cave, where he had hid them, that 
ezebel might not put them to death, when ſhe ſought the Life of the 
true Servants of God and perſecuted them ; 1 Kings 18, 13, Andhere- 
| by are we taught todo all ſuch like pious aCts to any ofthe Members 
of Chrift'sChurch, and of the wue Servants of God ; and let us not 
be wanting herein, whenſoever we (hall ſee any ſuch opportunities of 
doing good to any diſtreſſed Members of the Church of God. Let us 
have our hearts bent towards the Chriſtian fers/a/e#s and the Prote- 
ftant Church among us, and do all the pious acts for it that we can; and 
then we may hope that the bleſſing of God will come upon us, and that 
-we ſhall be well rewarded for ſo doing: Then we may call upon God 
-with good Nehemiah, 5. 19, and ſay as he doth ; Think wpon me, my God, 
for good, according to all that [ have done for this people ; and then we 
-may confidently expe@ that he will hear our yoice, and grant our de- 
ſires, and abundantly recompence all chat we ſhall have done herein. 


FINIS. 


